l6lO                       WAR   MEMOIRS

Kerensky, the Socialist who followed, represented
a new and more advanced phase of opinion than the

Duma had done. He was a lawyer
Through of bureaucratic lineage, who held
Bolshevism moderate Socialist opinions. It was

the Bolsheviks who later on converted
an accomplished revolution into a subversive reality.
Whether it will develop into a constructive triumph,
history, which is in the making, alone will tell. But
the first impetus which started the wild whirl of
Russian autocracy down the slopes of revolution
came from misgovernment so intolerable that loyal
Imperialists (outside the governing clique) could no
longer endure its continuance* It is a fatal hour for
monarchy when men and women who are both
patriotic and loyal are compelled to choose between
Throne and Country. It is that choice which
destroyed Czardom. Rasputin and Protopopoffwere
the most effective propagandists for revolution, and
not Lenin. Lenin was the exploiter : Rasputin was
the originator. He was a man of the people, and
even his lurid obscenities served them well, for they
rotted the last strand of the bonds that held down
the Russian toilers from whom he had sprung.
They rose from bondage to power, and as is the wont
of reactionaries, transferred their concentrated miseries
to their oppressors.

I asked a distinguished Russian refugee whom I
recently met, what or who in his opinion was most

responsible for the fall of Gzarism. His
Responsibility reply was : Rasputin. Why was that
of Rasputin so ? He led no armies, he intervened

in no military movements. He did not
meddle with transport or the manufacture of
munitions, nor did he directly interfere with those